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Ahmed;f)ad boy is
II'T-Bombay topper

Bharat Yagnik | wnn

Ahmedabad: A Gujaratistu-
dent, Nisarg
Shah, hasdone
his  parenis
and the state
nroud. The Ah-
medabad lad
has topped the
Indian Insti-
tute of Tech-

Nisarg Shah

Nisarg, who turned down a
Re301lakh joboffer inIndiato
pursue higher studies
abroad.

Nisarg, a student of CN
Vidyalayva in Ahmedabad,
has been a top-scorer since
class X. In S5C he had scored
01 per centand stood seventh
in the state in Class XIF (sci-
ence) boards scoring 92.8 per
centin 2007,

nologyv-Bombay as he
passes out, and will be
awarded the Presi-
dent's gold medal at a
function in Mumbai
on August 7. Nisarg |
has topped in ail the [
branches in the insti-

Determined fo get
into the best engineer-
ing institutes in the
country, Nisarg fook
the II'T Joint Entrance
| Exam and was ranked
1 first in the state and
34th in the couniry He

fute,

“Iwas a Gujaratimedium
studentbut never allowed the
language complex {o come in
the wayv of myambition. Iam
feelingontopof theworldasl
am headed for the Carnegie
Mellon University Pennsyl-
vania, US fo do a doctorate. |
wanttobearesearcher,” savs

| Gpted for comptter engineer-

ingatII'T-Bombay,

Nisarg hails from a mid-
dle-class family — his father
works in a bank while his
mother is emploved at Indus-
trial  Training Institute.

Apart from academics, Ni-
Csarg isalsoan avid swimmey

and table tennis plaver.
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iT-B
students
chase
dreams, not
big money

Pallavi Smart mumpa

For many students of the
indian insiituie of Tech-
nelogy-Bombay  {(HT-B),
money is not evervthing.
Most  studenis  have
shunned lucrative ioh of-
fers by corporates and have
instead chosen fields of re-
search and educaticn.

One of the most presti-
gious educational insti-
tuies in the couniry, the
1B on Friday declared its
placement report for the
June 2610-2011 batch. Al-
most 1,200 students from
eight graduate and post-
graduate courses pariici-
pated in the campus place-
ments; 950 got ichs. There-
port savs there has been a
50% rise in the number of
jobs offered and 250 com-
panies {a33% increase) vis-
ited the campus.

The report said there
are 285 studenis from the
A-list category with pay
packages of 28.5 lakh and
above per annum. The
highest pay package re-
ceived this vear is over o025
lakh per annum.

“Though the number of
students opting for lucra-
tive engineering jobs is
higher, there has been a
significanirise in the num-
ber of studenis opting for
co-ehgineering, research-
criented jobs,” said profes-
sor Ravi Sinha, in-charge
of placemenis at IIT-B.
“The number of compa-
nies that came for R&D
i0hs was a lot higher com-
pared fo previous years.
However, educationrelaied
jobs were fewer”

Deccan Chronicel Hyderabad
29.07.2011 P-3

All seats taken at
ITT-Hyderabad

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

July 28: The Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Hyder-
abad was the most sought

after IIT in the country this
year. While the old IITs
struggled to fill all the seats
even after all three phases of

IT-JEE counselling were

over, ITT-Hyderabad, which
was established just three
years ago, achieved a record
with not a single one of its
140 seats going vacant. In
fact, it admitted two extra
students owing to the huge
demand this year.

Out of 7,536 B.Tech seats
available in 15 IITs across

the country this year, 7,316 -

seats were filled after three
rounds of counselling, leav-
ing 220 seats vacant,

" -Surprisingly, seats are

going begging in prominent
IITs that were established
some decades ago, such as
IIT-Kharagpur, which has
55 vacant seats, ITT-Madras
that has 17 vacancies, and
IIT-Roorkee, which has the
most number of vacancies at

63. IIT-Hyderabad was one’

among the eight new IITs
that were established by the
Centre in 2008.

Running from a temporary
campus in Ordnance Facto-
try in Medak and mentored
by IIT-Madras, ITT-Hyder-

abad is today the largest of
the new+IITs with a total stu-

liT-Hyderabad, ‘
achieved a record
with not a single

one of its 140

seats going
vacant.

dent strength of 762, which
includes M. Tech, Ph.D. and
M.Sc. (physics/chemistry)
students. “Invention and
innovation have been the
top priority of IT-H since
its inception. I think this has
attracted students,” Prof
Uday B. Desai, director,
IIT-H, said.

According to Prof Desai,
in its first year, 60 per cent
of the students at IIT-H
were from Andhra Pradesh,

while the remaining seats

were filled by students from
other states. However, from
the second year, the trend
has reversed. Almost 70 per
cent of the students are now

from rest of India. He said

that IIT-H has evolved as a
‘national campus’.

“We want to maintain the
excellent teaching stan-
dards. IIT-H is the only IIT
among the new ones to
launch M.Tech, Ph.D and
M.Sc courses along with
B.Tech,” he said.

II'T-H 1s also the only one
among the new IITs to have
a full-time faculty of 72 at
present, Prof. Desai said.
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IMou Chakraborty

@ iefter dustantimes.com
KOLKATA: With just about three
weeks left for the Prime
Minister's visit to [IT-Kharagpur
on August 22, construction of
tweo hostels and renovation of
faculty quarters are stuek over
atussle between Trinamool and
Left on supply of labourers.

The tussle is delaving con-
struction of two hostels with a
=apacity of 2,000 students, “The
two-year imhbroglio hetween
two political parties has delayed
work., We are helpless,” said
registrar TK Ghosal.

Not surprisingly, Trinamool

blamed Citu for the delay. “We
want construction to be com-
pleted at the earliest but work
hias been hampered these works
are hampered by Citu and
ATTUC. After losing the elee-
tions # ishent on ereating trou-
ble” said Trinamool Kharagpur
leader Debashish Chaudhury.

“Like in other places, Trina-
mool is ereating problems at
1I'F. Trinamool activists stop
our supporters who work at
consiruction projects inside
1T, delaying work,” said AITUC
leader Biplab Bhattachariee.

speaking to HT, aprofessor
blamed politicians for delaving
work, “Though construction is

executed through tenders, who-
ever bags the contract has to
employ local labourers and
masons, This is where political
dadas interfere and work suf-
fers. Since the work is out-
sourced, the institute is help-
less and the company, which is
entrusted with the lob, cannot
fight back for obvicus reasons.”

The institute at Kharagpur,
Iocated about 120 km to the west
of Kolkaty, is thefirst II'T to be
set up in 1951, Spread over 2100
acres, it hasthe largest campus.
1IT-Kep has sbout 10,060 stu-
dents in 20 hostels. Students
feel new hostels are necessary
o meet the post-admissionrush,

Blame game ensues as students demand more hostels

“Since none of the two new
hostels hasbeen completed the
first vear students are com-
promising on accommodation.
The nstitute is sutfering because
of pelitical interference from
outsiders,” said a second-vear
mechanical cngineering student.
The project s worth 325 crore,

The mstitute commissioned
a Wd-crore project to BANL
for WiFi connectivity. After
workers started digging micro
tunnels, theproject wasputon
hold because of trouble over
Iabour supply. “When Trinamoot
held the rally on July 21, party
weorkers brought out a rally on

ampus,” said an official,
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Tri-Valley rerun: Another
US university in a spot

90% Of Students From India, Delhi Pleads Restraint

TIMES NEWS HETWORK

Washington/New Del-
hi:Another US educa-
tional nstitution with
hundreds of Indian stu-
dents has come under the
scanner with dozens of
agents raiding offices at
the Unmiversity of Morth-
ern  Virginia.  This
prompted the U8 emhbas-
gy in New Delhi to urge
prospective Indian  stu-
dents to thoroughly re-
search educational insti-
tutes based inthe S,
Some 2,400 students of
which 90% are from In-
dia, mostly from Andhra
Pradesh, areregistered at
three locations in north-
ern Virginia.
Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agents

=7

e 0

 Unvemsiry ow Noamires yipcmes,

Thursday removed boxes
of documents from a
building on Little River
Turnpike where the uni-
versity leases two suites,
US authorities have as-
sured thattheinterests of
Indian students would be
protected. Given the ex-
perience of TVU, the fo-
cus  of  inwvestigations
here is not the students.

but the school, officials
said making it clear that
there would be no arrest,
detention or electronic
monitoring of students,
UNVA  students  must
leave the country imme-
diatelv if they are unahble
“to continue to attend
classes and  maintain
their active status in a
manner required by fed-

eral government regula-
tions", notice reads.

India on Friday asked
the US not to victimize
students of University of
Morthern Virginia. “The
USauthorities are taking
steps to provide neces-
sary information to help
the students transfer to
other educational insti-
tutions,” said the foreign
ministryin a statement.

“We have impressed
upon the US authorities
the need to ensure that
the students are not victi-
mized In any mannen
since they all have valid
documents. We have been
told that the focus of in-
vestigations 1= not on stu-
dents but on university it-
self,” it added.
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